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CHILD DEATH REVIEW COMMITTEE 
Statement by Minister for Community Development 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah - Minister for Community Development) [9.10 am]:  The Child Death 
Review Committee is an independent committee established by this government to examine cases in which there 
was contact by the Department for Community Development with a child or a child’s family within two years of 
a child’s death.  The 2004-05 report is the third report by the committee.  Following each report, the department 
reviews findings to ensure that its processes and standards are improved.  Since its inception the committee has 
analysed 20 child death cases, 10 of which are included in this report.  The coroner referred 90 child deaths to 
the department in 2004-05.  Twenty per cent met the criteria for review by the committee because of the nature 
of contact with the department.  Key themes in these cases were substance abuse, social isolation, mental illness, 
transience and family violence.  The majority of deaths were the result of accident or illness.  The committee 
found examples of strong, even exceptional, practice by the department.  However, a number of issues were 
identified as needing improvement through better critical analysis, more direct contact with children, a 
strengthened focus on the child’s needs and improved interagency coordination.   

Because the committee reviews child deaths that have occurred up to two years prior to a review, this report does 
not entirely capture developments that, for example, have been put into place in response to the first committee 
review report in 2002-03.  This report notes that the directions and initiatives being pursued by the department, 
including the new Children and Community Services Act, have the potential to further improve the way the 
department works with children and families.  In the 2006-07 budget, the Carpenter government will massively 
increase the resources available to the Department for Community Development for child protection and 
services.  There are few more serious tragedies than the death of a child, and this government is committed to 
being transparent in assessing cases that involve the department and to taking action to minimise risks to 
children.  
I wish to thank the chair of the committee, Dr Denzil McCotter, and the other review committee members for 
their diligent and no doubt difficult work.  I table the report. 
[See paper 1507.]  
 


